The Hon Simon Crean MP

Minister of Trade

PO Box 6022

House of Representatives

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

7th April, 2009

Dear Minister

Re:
Expanding Export Market Development Grant (EMDG) as part of a business stimulus package

I recently received an email from Austrade informing me that the second tranche of the 2007-2008 EMDG would be cut by 50-70%.  This seems to be inconsistent with the government’s goal to responsibly stimulate business.  
I am attaching an editorial written last month by Andrew Main, the Business Editor of the Australian newspaper, in which he argues that a business stimulus package should include increasing the EMDG by 

1. Paying last year’s EMDG entitlements in full this financial year,

2. Paying the current year’s EMDG in full as soon as it is assessed, 
3. Increasing the EMDG, and 
4. Paying some part of the EMDG up front to compensate companies for the tightened credit market and their inability to borrow to expand their markets.  

The current financial situation is making it hard for my small, innovative company to get the finding it needs to continue to continue its export promotion activities.  Having benefited from the EMDG in the past, I strongly support Andrew Main’s recommendations, which will go a long way to helping our company to continue its current activities.  
I am sure that you understand how useful the EMDG is for small innovative companies, and I hope you will actively support these companies by working to expand the EMDG.  I trust that you will be to pay this year’s EMDG entitlement in full, at the very least.  
Yours sincerely,
